Cryothermal catheter ablation of atrioventricular nodal reentrant tachycardia in a pediatric patient after atrioventricular canal repair.
Anatomic displacement of the atrioventricular node and associated conduction tissue in atrioventricular septal defects has been previously described. In spite of the increasing use of cryothermal catheter ablation in the pediatric population, there remains very little literature regarding its use in congenital heart disease. We describe successful cryothermal modification of the slow atrioventricular nodal pathway in a 12-year-old patient with a previously repaired partial atrioventricular septal defect and inducible atrioventricular nodal reentrant tachycardia. The use of a steerable catheter to locate the displaced His signal combined with the use of cryothermal energy allowed for the safe and effective treatment of this patient's tachycardia.